	MIT New Media Literacy Producer Profile Series
	#04
	Sean Cole, Radio Reporter

	vocabulary terms 
	tools of the trade 
	curriculum materials
	resources
	exemplar production
	text transcripts



Below is a list of important vocabulary terms used by MIT New Media Exemplar Producer Profile Series No.4, Sean Cole, radio reporter in his work. 

Chapter 1:

 Introduction

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	Setting levels 
	Setting the volume while recording or playing back an audio file 

	National Public Radio  (NPR) 
	A not-for-profit radio network, supported mainly by listeners’  

Contributions, and known primarily for its news programming. 
NPR programs are available through local radio stations, and online.



	NPR affiliate 
	A radio station that is affiliated with the NPR  network 

	Third coast international audio festival
	An annual radio festival that includes discussion panels, 

workshops, and radio documentary competition. 

	Editorial decision 
	Any decision regarding the content and shape of a media piece 

(like a radio story). 

	Documentarian 
	A person who makes documentaries 

	Documentary 
	A work (like a radio piece or a film) dealing with  political, social, 

or historical subject matter in a factual and informative way. 

Documentaries often consist of interviews  accompanied by
 Narration.

	Feature
	An extended, in-depth radio story, or an article in a newspaper or 

magazine. 




Chapter 2 : 

Evacuation Story

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	The lead 
	An introduction to a radio story, spoken live by the host of the show, 

before the story plays. The goal of the lead is to identify the 

reporter and present the topic in a way that would 

attract listeners’ attention. Oftentimes the lead is written by the 

reporter whose radio piece is about to play.  



	Official comment
	A response from a representative of government (at any level). 

 

	Feature
	An extended, in-depth, radio story or an article in a newspaper or 

magazine. 

	Hard news
	An expression referring to news dealing with politics, foreign 
affairs, the economy, and other topics that are considered ‘serious’. 

	 Soft news 
	An expression referring to news dealing with art, technology, 
sports, and other topics that are considered to have less of an 

immediate importance. 

	NPR
	A not-for-profit radio network, supported mainly by listeners’  

Contributions, and known primarily for its news programming. 
NPR programs are available through local radio stations, and online.




Chapter 3 : 

Preparations

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	Watergate
	A series of scandals that took place during the Nixon 
administration, surrounding the discovery of serious offenses 
committed by members of government. 



	Editorializing 
	Presenting an opinion under the disguise of objective report.


Chapter 4

Interviewing

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	Vox pop
	An abbreviation of vox populi; a Latin expression that means “voice of 
the people” or the “popular sentiment”. For radio producers
“getting vox pop” means recording people on the street expressing
 their opinion on a certain topic. 


Chapter 5 : 

Gathering Sound

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	To Mix 
	To create the final arrangement of all the elements of a radio piece, 

including narration, interview bits, and music. 


	Edits 
	Modifications  to content, usually eliminating portions of materials.  
In radio interviews are recorded to and edited on recording tape.   


Chapter 6:

 Writing for Radio 

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	Haiku
	A Japanese type of poem, containing three unrhymed lines of five,

seven, and five syllables. 

	To plagiarize


	To claim as one’s own, the ideas or words of another person. 

	This American Life
	A weekly public radio show, produced by WBEZ, Chicago and 

hosted by Ira Glass. Usually each program contains several 

personal stories that are related to a theme.

	(radio) Script 
	A written-out version of a radio story, combining all of its 

components (like narration, audio quotes from interviews, and 

music).  


Chapter 7:

Mixing, logging, editing

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	
	

	Logging
	Making written descriptions or transcriptions of the content

 of tapes recorded in the field. 

	(radio) Script 
	A written-out version of a radio story, combining all of its 

components (like narration, audio quotes from interviews, and 

music).  

	Tape Log 
	A written description or a transcription of the content of a recorded

tape. 

	To dub
	To make a copy of a tape or a film. 

	ambiance 
	An abbreviated way to refer to ambient sound; the kind of sound 

that signify to the listeners where the radio story takes place. 

	sound effects

(As used by radio producers)  
	Ambient sounds 

	Montage 
	A composite of audio or video bits, put together in rapid 

succession, possibly with overlaps.     

	EQing 
	Equalizing audio files by boosting or lowering the volume of

certain sound frequencies.   

 


Chapter 8:

Ethics

No specific vocabulary

Chapter 9: 

Collaborations

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	Night editor 
	Margaret Evan’s official title is “Senior News Editor” , but 

she’s often being called “the night editor”.  As one of the people in 

charge of WBUR’s Morning  Edition (airing 5-7 am) she works 

during the nights to prepare the show.  


Chapter 10

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition/What it Means

	This American Life
	A weekly public radio show, produced by WBEZ, Chicago and 

hosted by Ira Glass. Usually each program contains several 

personal stories that are related to a theme.

	Mini disc
	A portable digital recording and playback device used by most

radio producers. 

	Transom.org
	A website that features submitted radio stories which are selected 

by the site’s editorial team.  

 

	The Public Radio Exchange  (PRX)
	A web-based repertory of radio stories. Submission is open to 

everybody. The main goal of the site is to introduce a wide variety

of radio works to public radio satiations’ programmers.
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